
Powell’s Stop and SMELL the Essay 

 

Please choose at least five (5) of the following revision tasks (preferably the errors 

that prevented the paper from being in the A category on the rubric). Revise with your 

partner’s assistance. Highlight and number the type of error in your original paper, 

and handwrite the corrections on a separate sheet of paper. Do not reuse the same 

error, please. Attach the revisions to your essay and resubmit. If you choose to rewrite 

the entire paper, you must make an appointment to conference with me first, and you 

must still submit these SMELLY corrections Thanks.   

 

1) Do you have any What?  or What kind of? Try to be more precise. 

2) Do you have a slow down and develop-  try it out now. 

3) Do you have a shorten up or tighten up- or  say analysis immediately or Say what 

it is? Try it out. 

4) Do you repeat the same word?  Try some new ones now. 

5) Do you have any WWs?  or Diction comments?  See if you can find the proper or 

a more precise word. 

6) Do you make writing contract errors.  Fix them now in a complete sentences.  

7) Do you use “You” or “things”?  Or other vague language? Change it. 

8) Do you have any Never use … or “No…” if you can rewrite the sentence or even 

the paragraph omitting that word or phrase. 

9) Do you have any “why so?”  Try to explain why so. 

10) Do you have any Play it ups?  Or Slow down and develops? Try your hand at 

developing this great idea. 

11) Do you claim a point but do not elaborate on or prove it?  Do you need to show it?  

Try your hand at showing it now. 

12) Are any of your sentences wordy or awkward?  Try to reword them. 

13) Are you missing a thesis?  Or a central idea? Write a thesis and map now. 

14) Do you need a transition or at least a better transition?  Write one now. 

15) Do your paragraphs stray from the thesis or do not reconnect?  Rewrite one so 

that it weaves and reconnects. 

16)  Do you misuse a term?  Recheck the meaning and rewrite the sentences. 

17)   Do you straddle the fence on an issue?  Rewrite the paragraph so you take a 

stand. 

18)   Do you have a technique that did not work because of time or that you would 

like to try out?  Try it now. 

 

 

 


